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(57)Abstract: 
PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To detect residual 
quantity of liquid accurately by forming a prism out of 
light transmitting member projecting into a liquid 
containing part from the bottom thereof and making a 
groove for absorbing liquid through capillarity around 
the prism. 

SOLUTION: Ink introduction grooves 181, 182 are 
made slightly deeper than the inner bottom face of an 
ink containing part around a prism of light transmitting 
member projecting into the liquid containing part from 
the bottom thereof. Ink remaining on the inclining face 
of the prism 180 is sucked by the capillarity of the ink 
introduction groove 181 and introduced thereto and 
then it is passed through the ink introduction groove 
182 and absorbed by an absorber 320. Since drainage 
performance on the inclining face of the prism 180 is 
enhanced, ink is removed quickly from the inclining 
face of the prism 180 when ink in the containing part 
runs out and residual liquid can be detected 
accurately. 
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